
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

1. Convention of the North 

LEP Board Members will have received an invitation to the Convention of the North 2023 
which will be held on Wednesday 25 January 2023 at Manchester Central. The 
Convention of the North is the wider region’s major annual celebration, bringing together 
over 800 civic, business and political leaders to set a clear sense of direction for the year 
ahead, and build momentum for the North’s shared priorities. This year’s event will build 
on the work that has been done in previous years at Rotherham, Gateshead and 
Liverpool. It will bring the North together to celebrate the assets of the North and identify 
opportunities, to recognise the challenges the region faces, and to set out a bold agenda 
of specific propositions that the North should work on, both independently and in 
partnership with Government, over the next year.  

The programme for the day will respond to the immediate opportunities and challenges 
facing the North, as well as longer term issues, with high-profile keynote speeches, 
multiple panel events with a wide range of voices being represented, and workshops 
linked to the North’s socioeconomic agenda and its place in UK PLC’s global growth.  

2. Cost of Living Crisis 

The cost-of-living crisis shows no signs of abating. Following the investment in transport 
and food support, the Mayor has been considering options of what the next phase of 
support could be from the MCA. Engagement with a range of stakeholders has helped to 
shape what the next stage of cost-of-living support could involve. Sessions have been 
held with think tanks and with the voluntary and community sector to gather intelligence on 
what is needed and to seek ideas. Local authorities have also been consulted, specifically 
the business support leads. The SY Business Advisory Group and the LEP were asked for 
input, and a subsequent meeting has been held with the CBI. All of this informed a suite of 
options of what could be funded next.  

One option that is being considered is a South Yorkshire Cost-of-Living Response Fund. If 
taken further, the MCA could agree to commit money into this Fund. There could then be a 
call for investment to top this up from the private sector and any potential philanthropists. 
The Fund could then put a call out for projects for match-funding investment. This is very 
much at the ideas stage of development and discussions are ongoing to explore this 
concept further. 
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3. SY Ownership Hub 

It has been one year since South Yorkshire partnered with the Ownership Hub to grow 
resilient and inclusive businesses through employee and worker ownership. So far, the 
project has focused on developing the business support infrastructure and increasing 
awareness. It has trained 70 business advisors and is partnering with support 
programmes the Skills Bank and Advance SY. This month the project will launch its 
marketing toolkit. The MCA will keep the LEP engaged and updated on future events and 
how the business case develops 
 

4. Tech Summit 

On 24 November 2022, South Yorkshire held its first Tech Summit in Barnsley, organised 
by The Seam (Barnsley’s Digital Campus). The Summit was attended by 188 digital and 
technology sector specialists and was held at Cineworld in Barnsley. It was a chance for 
businesses that work in the tech sector to network and showcase their expertise, build 
local, national and international relationships and share knowledge. The summit focused 
on the actions needed to ensure the right support, talent, finance, workspaces and culture 
are in place to help entrepreneurs and innovators from all backgrounds to achieve 
success. 

5. SY Transport Summit 

A South Yorkshire Transport Summit is being organised to take place on March 1st 2023. 
The Summit will take a longer term look at what the future of transport will look like in 
South Yorkshire and consider how the region can work together to create a self-sustaining 
system and ensure people get back on public transport. 

The Summit is intended as a collaborative exercise to lift our ambitions and co-create a 
deliverable vision that can help guide the creation of a more resilient, sustainable, human 
centric vision for our collective future transport system. 

Top place thinkers from a variety of UK geographies and disciplines – including transport 
futurists, policy makers and strategists – will contribute both tried and tested and fresh 
ideas for the future of South Yorkshire Transport. Reflections will be shared in a report and 
Transport Vision 2030. 


